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Today, morning fog, periodic rain 
and drizzle, windy, mild, high 59. To- 
night, heavy rain, flash flooding, low 
46. Tomorrow, morning showers, 
high 46. Weather map, Page B12. 
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Firefighters searched on Wednesday for people trapped in mudslide debris in Montecito, Calif. The disaster killed at least 17 people. 


Facebook Feed 
Shifting Focus 
To Genial Ties 


By MIKE ISAAC 


SAN FRANCISCO — Facebook 
has introduced sweeping changes 
to the kinds of posts, videos and 
photos that its more than two bil- 
lion members will see most often, 
saying on Thursday that it would 
prioritize what their friends and 
family share and comment on 
while de-emphasizing content 
from publishers and brands. 

The shift is the most significant 
overhaul in years to Facebook’s 
News Feed, the cascading screen 
of content that people see when 
they log into the social network. 
Over the next few weeks, users 
will begin seeing fewer viral vid- 
eos and news articles shared by 
media companies. Instead, Face- 
book will highlight posts that 
friends have interacted with — for 
example, a photo of your dog or a 
status update that many of them 
have commented on or liked. 

The changes are intended to 
maximize the amount of content 
with “meaningful interaction” 
that people consume on Face- 
book, Mark Zuckerberg, the com- 
pany’s chief executive, said in an 
interview. Facebook, he said, had 
closely studied what kinds of 
posts had stressed or harmed us- 
ers. The social network wants to 
reduce what Mr. Zuckerberg 
called “passive content” — videos 
and articles that ask little more of 
the viewer than to sit back and 
watch or read — so that users’ 
time on the site was well spent. 

“We want to make sure that our 
products are not just fun, but are 
good for people,” Mr. Zuckerberg 
said. “We need to refocus the sys- 
tem.” 

Thursday’s changes raise ques- 
tions of whether people may end 
up seeing more content that re- 


Continued on Page A12 


Surviving Fires, Only to Die in a Torrent of Mud 


By JENNIFER MEDINA 
and PATRICIA MAZZEI 


LOS ANGELES — For more 
than two weeks last month, Josie 
Gower shuffled between her 
friends’ spare bedrooms and 
couches while her own home in 
Montecito, Calif., was under evac- 
uation orders because of the dev- 
astating Thomas Fire. So on Mon- 
day evening, she told her adult 
children she was grateful to sleep 
safely in her own two-story home. 

But just before 3 am., Ms. 
Gower, 69, and her boyfriend 
heard what sounded like an explo- 
sion and they rushed downstairs. 

When Ms. Gower opened the 
back door, she was swallowed by 
several feet of mud that overpow- 
ered her grip on the door frame 


In California, a Victim's 
Son Says ‘Nobody 
Was Prepared’ 


and sucked her out of the house. 
Her boyfriend, Norm Borgatello, 
was swept away and pinned by a 
boulder against a fence. For more 
than six hours, he fought to keep 
himself alive. “Josie! Josie!” he 
would shout. But he never heard 
from her again. 

Firefighters found her body 
nearly a mile away Tuesday after- 
noon. The only way they could 
identify her was by her finger- 
prints. 

“It doesn’t make sense. I kept 


thinking the worst case would bea 
few inches of flooding,” her son, 
Hayden Gower, said. “I keep 
thinking over and over about what 
we could have done different. Why 
did she go down there then? What 
could have stopped her from dy- 
ing this way? It’s too hard to imag- 
ine.” 

The mudslides in Montecito 
wiped out entire blocks, killing at 
least 17 people with a brutal force 
that shocked residents and even 
emergency workers — in neigh- 
borhoods that survived fires just 
weeks ago. On Thursday, rescue 
teams continued to search for as 
many as 43 people, holding out 
hope that they could survive in the 
thick mud, as deep as 10 feet in 
some places. 

The area was ravaged by the 


Continued on Page Al2 


Wildlife Detectives on the Case 


Advocacy groups are going undercover to help Indonesian rangers stop elephant poachers. Page A7. 


Quandary for France: Former ISIS Helper Asking to Come Home 


By ALISSA J. RUBIN 


PARIS — Having spent the last 
five years living in Syria, where 
she joined Islamic extremists, 
Emilie König, 33, wants to come 
home to France. But does France 
want her back? 

The daughter of a policeman 
from a small town in Brittany, she 
converted to Islam as a teenager. 


After she began covering herself 
from head to toe in a black abaya 
and veil, she felt so scorned in 
France that she left her two small 
children to go to Syria, eventually 
becoming a prominent propagan- 
dist and recruiter for the Islamic 
State. 

“She would like to come back; 
she has asked for pardon from her 
family, her friends, her country,” 
her mother said in an interview 


with Ouest-France, a newspaper 
in Brittany, after speaking to her 
daughter by telephone two weeks 
ago. 

Ms. König’s personal story is 
unusual, not least because she is a 
convert and gained prominence 
within the male-dominated Is- 
lamic State. Yet the quandary her 
case poses is an increasingly com- 
mon one for France and other Eu- 
ropean countries: What should 


they do when citizens who are for- 
mer Islamic State fighters or sup- 
porters want to return? 

Many, like Ms. König, were tak- 
en into custody or surrendered 
since the collapse of the Islamic 
State’s self-proclaimed capital, 
Raqqa, in October and are now be- 
ing held in prison camps in the 
area of Syria controlled by the 
Syrian Kurds. 


Continued on Page A10 
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IN VULGAR TERMS, 
TRUMP DISPARAGES 
SOME IMMIGRANTS 


Opposes Haitians and Africans but Favors 
Norwegians in a Bipartisan Deal 


This article is by Julie Hirschfeld 
Davis, Sheryl Gay Stolberg and 
Thomas Kaplan. 


WASHINGTON — President 
Trump on Thursday balked at an 
immigration deal that would in- 
clude protections for people from 
Haiti and some nations in Africa, 
demanding to know at a White 
House meeting why he should ac- 
cept immigrants from “shithole 
countries” rather than from 
places like Norway, according to 
people with direct knowledge of 
the conversation. 

Mr. Trump’s remarks, the latest 
example of his penchant for ra- 
cially tinged remarks denigrating 
immigrants, left members of Con- 
gress from both parties attending 
the meeting in the Cabinet Room 
alarmed and mystified. He made 
them during a discussion of an 
emerging bipartisan deal to give 
legal status to immigrants ille- 
gally brought to the United States 
as children, those with knowledge 
of the conversation said, speaking 
on the condition of anonymity to 
discuss the meeting. 

When Mr. Trump heard that 
Haitians were among those who 
would benefit from the proposed 
deal, he asked whether they could 
be left out of the plan, asking, 
“Why do we want people from 
Haiti here?” 

The comments were reminis- 
cent of ones the president made 
last year in an Oval Office meeting 
with cabinet officials and adminis- 
tration aides, during which he 


complained about admitting 
Haitians to the country, saying 
that they all had AIDS, as well as 
Nigerians, who he said would 
never go back to their “huts,” ac- 
cording to officials who heard the 
statements in person or were 
briefed on the remarks by people 
who had. The White House vehe- 
mently denied last month that Mr. 
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President Trump on Thursday. 


Trump made those remarks. 

In a written statement, Raj 
Shah, the White House deputy 
press secretary, did not deny the 
account of the meeting on Thurs- 
day or directly address Mr. 
Trump’s comments. 

“Certain Washington poli- 
ticians choose to fight for foreign 
countries, but President Trump 
will always fight for the American 
people,” Mr. Shah said. “Like other 
nations that have merit-based im- 
migration, President Trump is 


Continued on Page A15 


REPRIEVE FOR IRAN The White House is expected to announce that 
President Trump stopped short of reimposing strict sanctions. PAGE A9 


House Renews 
N.S.A. Powers 


Of Surveillance 


This article is by Charlie Savage, 
Eileen Sullivan and Nicholas Fan- 
dos. 


WASHINGTON — The House 
of Representatives voted on 
Thursday to extend the National 
Security Agency’s warrantless 
surveillance program for six 
years with minimal changes, re- 
jecting a push by a bipartisan 
group of lawmakers to impose sig- 
nificant privacy limits when it 
sweeps up Americans’ emails and 
other personal communications. 

The vote, 256 to 164, centered on 
an expiring law that permits the 
government, without a warrant, to 
collect communications from 
United States companies like 
Google and AT&T of foreigners 
abroad — even when those tar- 
gets are talking to Americans. 
Congress had enacted the law in 
2008 to legalize a form of a once- 
secret warrantless surveillance 
program created after the terror- 
ist attacks on Sept. Il, 2001. 

Hours before the vote, Presi- 
dent Trump set off last-minute 
turmoil as Republicans scrambled 
to secure enough support to ex- 
tend the law without new privacy 
constraints. 

In a Twitter post Thursday 
morning, shortly after “Fox & 
Friends” aired a segment dis- 
cussing the issue, Mr. Trump ex- 
pressed skepticism about govern- 
ment surveillance — even though 
a White House statement issued 
on Wednesday night urged Con- 
gress to block significant new con- 
straints on the N.S.A. program. 

The legislation must still pass 
the Senate. But fewer senators ap- 
pear to favor major change to spy- 


Continued on Page Al4 


U.S. Supports 
Requiring Work 
To Get Medicaid 


By ROBERT PEAR 


WASHINGTON — The Trump 
administration said on Thursday 
that it would allow states to im- 
pose work requirements in Medic- 
aid, a major policy shift that 
moves toward fulfilling a conser- 
vative vision for one of the nation’s 
largest social insurance programs 
for low-income people. 

Federal officials said they 
would support state efforts to re- 
quire able-bodied adults to work 
or participate in other “communi- 
ty engagement activities” as a 
condition of eligibility for Medic- 
aid. 

“Our fundamental goal is to 
make a positive and lasting differ- 
ence in the health and wellness of 
our beneficiaries, and today’s an- 
nouncement is a step in that direc- 
tion,’ said Seema Verma, the ad- 
ministrator of the federal Centers 
for Medicare and Medicaid Serv- 
ices. 

Ms. Verma said the Trump ad- 
ministration was responding to 
requests from Medicaid officials 
in 10 states that wanted to run 
demonstration projects testing re- 
quirements for work or other 
types of community engagement 


like training, education, job 
search, volunteer activities and 
caregiving. 


Under the new policy, Trump 
administration officials would al- 
low work requirements in Medic- 
aid somewhat similar to those al- 
ready imposed in other programs 
like food stamps, now known as 
the Supplemental Nutrition As- 
sistance Program, and the welfare 
program known as Temporary As- 
sistance for Needy Families. 
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Taking On Afghan Patronage 
President Ashraf Ghani is bringing 
more young people into government, 
but they have hit roadblocks. PAGE A4 


Standoff on Assange Escalates 
Ecuador gave citizenship to the Wiki- 
Leaks founder Julian Assange, but he 
can’t leave its London embassy. PAGE A6 


Is Gerrymandering Legal? 
Divergent court decisions in two states 
this week are sure to draw the Supreme 
Court’s interest as it considers curtail- 
ing partisan redistricting. PAGE A15 


Slow Then Sudden Downfall 


Morgan Stanley’s firing of Harold Ford 
Jr., an ex-politician accused of miscon- 
duct, was years in the making. PAGE Al6 


NEW YORK Ai7-19 
On the Waterfront 


New Jersey Transit wants to buy the 
last industrial site on Hoboken’s shore 
for a boat maintenance facility. PAGE A17 
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Heartbreak in North Dakota 


Hockey hopefuls across the state are 
mourning the loss of the university’s 
Division I women’s team. PAGE B8 


Advantage: Injury 

The Australian Open, the year’s first 
Grand Slam event, will go on without 
many of tennis’s top players. PAGE B9 


Raising Pay and Closing Stores 
Walmart, the nation’s largest private 
employer, cited the new tax law in 
announcing better pay and benefits to 
its hourly workers. Then it said it would 
close 63 Sam’s Club stores. PAGE Bl 


The Missing $27 Billion 


The top investment banks used to mint 
money by trading bonds, currencies 
and the like. But the fixed-income busi- 
ness is in decline, a trend that is reshap- 


ing Wall Street. PAGE Bl 
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The Art of 19 Whodunits 


At the Smithsonian are “nutshell” crime 
scenes built decades ago by Frances 
Glessner Lee as training tools. PAGE C21 
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